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1T Madras teams up with University of Passau, Germany for
doctoral programmes

IIT Madras doctoral level students will now get to visit Germany and get trained under University of Passau
twice during the tenure of the programme.

I1T-M has collaborated with the University of Passau, Germany to jointly train doctoral research scholars with
both the universities sending their students on 6 month stints twice to the other university. The researchers will
be awarded two doctoral degrees: a PhD from 1ITM and a doctorate from the University of Passau.

Students initially admitted to the PhD programme will have an opportunity to visit Germany twice for a 6
month periods while scholars from the University of Passau will have similar stints at [1T-M. Faculty exchange
will also be facilitated in this programme that can admit upto 15 students in the first year.

Financial assistance will also be provided to the Indian students through scholarships from DAAD (German
Academic Exchange Service). The amount is supposed to cover their travel and living expenses, including
insurance. Similarly, German students visiting India will be provided support by 1IT-M. A tuition waiver for the
students is also proposed.

The Mou was signed by in the presence of Julia Huthenrauch, representative of Consul General of Germany,
Delhi and Franziska Lindhout, Director of DAAD Information Centre.

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-madras-doctoral-students-to-get-a-chance-to-go-germany/1/344586.html

Indian Institutes of Management to launch e-learning portals

All the 13 branches of Indian Institutes of Management (1IMs) have decided to launch e-learning portals to
make studies more intersting.

Union human resource development ministry has created a committee under IIM-Calcutta board chairman Ajit
Balakrishnan to design the portal. All 11Ms have been asked to make the list of courses and suggest designs to
make the portal reach its target population.

On the other hand, the Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts) have already launched a portal, National
Programme on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL), which offers video courses in engineering,
science and humanities.

"Ministry has started an initiative to develop online material for management education. But it's still a big
question whether video is the best way to start online study,"” said IIM Indore director Rishikesha Krishnan.

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/indian-institutes-of-management-to-launch-e-learning-portals/1/344589.html
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Union ministry of human resource development begins probe into
National Institute of Technology, Calicut violence

THN | Feb 21, 2014, 05.45 AWM IST
KOZHIKODE: The Union ministry of human resource development (MHRD) began a high-level
investigation into events that took place at the National Institute of Technology, Calieut (NITC)
following the death of a student in a wall collapse on Saturday.

Director of technical education, MHRD, Raju Srinivasan arrived at the campus on Thursday and sought
details of the tragic incident and the sequence of events that followed. He also had a meeting with the
NITC Director Dr M N Bandopadhay and the deans of the institute.

The visit by the top MHRD official comes a day after Union minister of state for MHRD Sashi Tharoor
said that the ministry had taken a serious note of the death of a student in a wall collapse. He had also
revoked the controversial decision by the NITC registrar to make the students vacate the hostel at short
notice.

Thousands of students were forced to leave their hostels after the authorities threatened in a late night order on Monday that any student found in the
hostels after 10am the next day would be considered as a trespasser and action would be taken against them.

Earlier in a letter to the director, Raju Srinivasan had asked the NITC director to send a detailed report on the incident and asked him not to force the
students to vacate the hostel. Itis learnt that the MHRD is not satisfied with the explanation given by the institute. Following the intervention by the
MHRD, the NITC on Thursday removed the order from NITC website.

Meanwhile, it has emerged that even as the NITC assured the MHRD on Wednesday that it had complied with the ministry’s order to admit students in
the hostel, no official order has been issued by the administration yet.

Page 4 of 8



Business Line, ND 21/02/2014 p-g

Page 50f 8



Page 6 of 8



IIT-Delhi graduate head of 'all things business at
WhatsApp'

Fast-growing startup WhatsApp was the talk of tech town on Thursday after social media giant Facebook
announced a $19 billion buyout of the mobile-messaging application. While the deal created an instant global
buzz, an Indian took centrestage in the aftermath. Having crossed 450 million active users, WhatsApp’s
business head Neeraj Arora (35) has had a lot on his plate in the past few months. He told an Indian business
news channel in November last that WhatsApp had no plan of selling out to Facebook or Google. Now, with
a stunnming price tag of $19 billion for a company that employs just 55 people, Arora’s portfolio has grown
remarkably.

Arora has two US patents to his credit — methods and systems for email attachment distribution and
management and second for an email integrated file delivery.

According to Arora’s LinkedIn profile, he takes care of “all things business at WhatsApp™. He has
previously worked at Google as a semor member of the corporate development team. Arora, who is an Indian
Institute of Technology-Delhi graduate, also led Google’s acquisitions and strategic investments across
products and geographies.

Before working for Google, Arora worked as chief manager at Times Internet Limited, working closely with
the investments and corporate strategy team at Indiatimes, a subsidiary of The Times of India Group.

Read: WhatsApp: From food stamps to $19 billion dollar deal

Arora’s LinkedIn profile page says he 1s a “self-learnt hacker” who “built pieces of the core technology™ at
Accellion, a developer of enterprise software for mobile file sharing. He is also a management graduate with
a degree from the Indian School of Business.

With Facebook’s plan of making no change in the way WhatsApp functions, Arora will have to drive the
integration of the business operations of the messaging platform with the social networking website.
“Nothing will change,” he replied on Thursday to a query by one of his 4,769 followers on Twitter: “As a
loyal Whats App user, I'm pretty sad it's been sold to Facebook. Privacy is a key concern, another is
unnecessary add-ons to the app. (sic)”

Arora also denied that Whats App’s development engineers were based outside the United States. “Everyone
is in Mountain View,” he tweeted after a follower posted, “Note WhatsApps entire dev team in Russia.
Anti-immigrants working hard to keep foreigners out. Shows they don't need to be here anymore (sic).”
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Many of the engineers at the Silicon Valley-based firm earlier worked remotely — most of them from Russia.
WhatsApp’s co-founder Jan Koum today provides recommendations for a few of them on his LinkedIn page.

One of his major achievements in India was to convince Anil Ambani’s Reliance Communications to bundle
unlimited use of Whats App with a ¥ 16/month data plan. The scheme was an instant success. Arora also
pushed Tata Docomo to offer unlimited Whats App usage for 15 for 15 days.

Arora, who 1s based out of San Francisco and Hyderabad, did not respond to an email query by HT.

(With inputs from M Rajendran)

TECHNICALLY
MARRIED

The deal between
Facebook and WhatsApp
brings together two of
the most popular brands
in social media

$6.8 bn (42,200 crore)

WhatsApp co-founder Jan
Koum's estimated net worth
after the deal with FB

$3.0 DN 18,600 crore)

WhatsApp co-founder Brian
Acton’s estimated net worth
after the deal with FB

$55 IMN @341 crore)

What each of WhatsApp's 55
employees will make from the
deal over 4 years

Daily traffic on WhatsApp
53 bn [600 mn|100 mn

messages (photos  |videos

T——

WhatsApp @

5,657,78

3 likes .

92 51 69
= WhatsApp's Facebook page REUTERS
FINE PRINT leading phone apps: Facebook,

» WhatsApp's messaging product
& Facebook’s messenger app will
operate independently

m WhatsApp is very popular in
India, Brazil and Mexico

m Deal could help Facebook attract
more teen users and bolster
position internationally

m Even if all WhatsApp users pay
fees, it will get only $450 mn in
revenues

DEAL LOGIC
m FB now owns four of the world’s

FB Messenger, Instagram and
WhatsApp

RIVAL SERVICES

= The value of competitors like
Viber, WeChat, Line, Hike and
BB Messenger will rise as
investors expect FB rivals to
snap them up

COMMUNIST CONNECTION

= WhatsApp doesn't ask for any
user details because such ques-
tions remind founder Jan Koum
of Soviet era secret police in
Ukraine

http://www.hindustantimes.com/StoryPage/Print/1186299.aspx?s=p
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